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Tamarindo, Costa Rica

Surfing the Day Away

Costa Rica became a country in 1848 after being part of
the United Provinces of Central America which had split
from Mexico in 1823. Its intial economy was focused on
coffee which drew in investment from England. During
the early 20th century it had multiple land disputes with
its neighbors specifically over the American’s use of San
Juan river. Its democratic transition began with an
election in 1913 and has largely been uninterrupted.
Political violence during the 20th century hurt Costa
Rica’s tourism industry and led to an influx of refugees
from other Central American nations. The two party
system in the country collapsed in the 21st century and in
2010 the country elected its first female president. Its
current president is Rodrigo Chaves Robles, and the
country is known for its strong performance on political
rights and civil liberties. Current political issues surround
the increase of asylum seekers from its neighbors.

Contributed by Michael Davis




Tamarindo, Costa Rica

They claim to have nachos as big
as your a**. | can say that is true
and the nachos are really good.
We shared it for the appetizer
and | was very satisfied. | also got
the fish tacos which were
aesthetically pleasing but also
really delicious. Joes is right on
the beach so the vibes are really
great, but it is entirely outside. If
it is hot out be prepared to be
sitting in the heat. The food was
totally worth it to be sitting in the
heat. The prices at Joes are fair
and cheaper than similar places.

« The airport is about 1.5 hours away so
schedule a transfer before to save money

o Everything is walking distance the town,
so try to stay in the center to be close to

everything

« Restaurants charge for water unless you
ask for “agua de grifo”

Little Lucha is a little down the
road from the center of the town,
but the 10 minute walk is worth
itt They have really good
margaritas and if you go earlier in
the day the margaritas are part of
a happy hour. We went on
Saturday which had a special for
their super burrito which was
also really great. They are famous
for their tacos and have a wide
range and all of them looked
really good. On the weekends
there is live music. at night which
makes the vibes even better.

Right in the center of
Tamarindo this restaurant was
packed when we walked by, so
we decided to check it out.
Service can be a little slow (for 6
people it took 2.5 hours) but the
food was really good. They have
a few options for a Pikata which
is basically a bunch of
appetizers of the same cuisine,
and it was really really good. |
got the Mexican one and it had
nachos, tacos, and a mini
burrito. These plates are also
huge so great things to share.




BREAKING BREAD PAN DE AZUCAR LA BOCA

SAZCON CRICLLO BEER!




Tamarindo, Costa Rica

There are a lot of really cool activities you can do right in the town of Tamarindo. From surfing to just
enjoying the sun, the town has a lot to offer tourists. If you venture out of Tamarindo you can find
beautiful natural wonders with amazing hikes. Obviously the drinking aspect is a big draw for the
tourists, but | would recommend spending time in some other activities because they are equally if not
more enjoyable.

We spent two days at two beach clubs Noguis (on
the left) and Ocho (on the right). Both clubs had a
deal for $20 a day for a chair which | thought was
fair. They both have happy hours around 3pm. At the
beach vendors come selling Pina Coladas out of
Pineapples and a great treat if you negotiate the
price down. The beach clubs are a great option for
the day because it is not too expensive and you have
a dedicated spot on the beach. Great option if you
plan on spending at least 3 hours at the beach. The
sunsets here are also fantastic.

Tamarindo is famous for surfing, the location of the town on
the coast means that the waves are more tame making it
super easy to learn how to surf. We did a 2 hour class with
Club 33 and it was $45 per person. You learn a lot in the class
and from that | was able to stand up multiple times on the
board. They also have the option to rent boards for $10-20 a
day which is a steal! If you want to learn how to surf they are
a great place to go to. | was very surprised at how successful
| was in standing up and had a ton of fun.

We did a sunset Catamaran that
was from 1-6 PM and included
snorkeling, open bar, lunch, and
great views. It was $80 a person
which was a great deal based on
drink consumption. The boat goes
along the coast which is really
pretty and then stops for an hour
for snorkeling and other water
activities. Like any other boat they
also play music the entire time for
ultimate party boat vibes.




RINCON DE LA VIEJA HIKE

NIGHTLIFE

CRAZY MONKEY BAR




SHARKYS

CHIQUITAS

RUMORS




